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The above photos were given to me by resident Gil Rinaldi, and started me thinking about the history of this 
beautiful building we live in, which was recently sold to Northam Realty, and I thought it was an opportune 
time to tell her story again.  See pages 6 & 7 for more photos and information.  Cover: Our Clock Tower.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

It has been quite a while since the last newsletter, so there are many 
things to share. 

First, you may have heard already that Northam Realty Advisors Ltd. 
has acquired ownership of 207 Queen’s Quay West from Brookfield. The 
deal closed earlier this month, and a transition process is ongoing as I 
write this column. Of course, we have been in touch with Northam, and 
it turns out the transition manager is someone Debbie Shaver has known for quite a while. As soon 
as the transition is complete, and a new permanent building manager is in place, we will resume 
our quarterly management meetings. We have every reason to believe that we will have as good a 
relationship with the new management, as with Brookfield. 

Of course, given the change of ownership and the transition, there is no news regarding the lease 
of the remaining commercial properties in the building. 

As far as our condominium corporation goes, two projects are taking shape for 2018: a refresh of 
the lobby area and a renovation of the entrance area (outdoor). You can read reports on both 
projects elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Another issue that continues to create a lot of debate and raise a lot of issues is the legalization of 
cannabis, and more specifically, what if anything condominium corporations might do in relation to 
this. At this time, after having consulted with our lawyers, the board is of the opinion (supported 
by our lawyers) that current condo rules (specifically rules 4.2, 12.1, and 13.20) adequately 
protect us from any negative impact. That being said, discussions with some owners continue, and 
as we better understand the concerns expressed, your board will carefully consider whether 
further action is warranted. 

Lastly, I would like to remind everyone of the questionnaire sent out by the board with respect to 
the potential of converting the pool roof to a common element with exclusive use, and the 
somewhat perennial question of the possibility of building a gym. Your opinion is very much 
appreciated, and the board would like to appeal to all to respond with their point of view in these 
matters. 

As a reminder, we will print only a handful of copies of this newsletter for the few of us who do 
not have access to a computer, but we hope all will enjoy it online. If you do not have your 
credentials, please email webmaster@211queensquaywest.ca . 

As always, please feel free to contact me with any thoughts, suggestions or issues at 
rares_l@pateanu.ca . 

Rares Pateanu 

President of the Board of Directors, MTCC-690  
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Our aqua fit class has been a huge success with good attendance.  The 
current session finishes up at the end of October, and a new six week session 
will begin November 6 thru to December 11.  The fee for the next session to 
be determined by number of participants.  You can also join us as a “drop in” 

for $20 per class.   Space is limited.  Gentlemen are welcome.





Well they have tried everything else to 
keep the cars and trucks off the streetcar 
tracks, so now they have painted the 
track areas red at certain intersections 
along the Queen’s Quay.  They have also 
finally installed the gates where the 
streetcars go underground to keep 
vehicles from driving down there.  I heard 
one car made it all the way to Union 
Station!  I wonder what his towing bill 
cost him?  How do you tow a car out of 
there anyway??
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DEBBIE SAYS….


SHOWERS IN MEN’S & LADIES CHANGE ROOMS

After three episodes where the hot water shower was left 
running for several hours in the change rooms, twice in the 
ladies, once in the men’s, the showers were shut down for 
repairs.  The condensation damaged the ceiling drywall and 
paint and cost a few thousand dollars to repair.

The repairs have now been completed and they are up and running once again.  We would 
ask that people please be vigilant when using the showers and make sure the water is 
turned off after use.

GREEN ROOF

As Brookfield was in the process of selling the building in the past year, the green roof 
maintenance has been inconsistent. (We are partners with them on the Green roof).   As a 
result, the weeds in some areas have taken over and also in some areas attracted pigeons 
which formerly did not roost on the roof.

A committee of the Board was formed, and we have tried to execute some maintenance.  
Much more of this maintenance has started only in the last few weeks after finally finding 
some contractors who would oblige us.

We are hoping this work will improve the look, eliminate most of the weeds and therefore 
deter the pigeons.  Note:  Please do not feed the pigeons.

We have already spoken briefly with the new owners, Northam, and have the winter to find a 
new green roof contractor acceptable to both of us for ongoing maintenance and renewal in 
the spring of 2019.
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TORONTO’S ARCHITECTURAL GEMS - THE TERMINAL BUILDING 

When the Queen’s Quay Terminal at Toronto’s Harbourfront was constructed in 1927, it was 
the only large building on the western shoreline of the harbour. It was built as a result of the 
expansion of shipping on the lake and the increase in rail traffic during the 1920s. The 
architects were Moores and Dunford of New York  City, a firm that  specialized in 
warehouse buildings. The eight-storey structure at 207 Queen’s Quay began life as the 
Terminal Warehouse. It possessed dry-storage for general merchandise as well as cold 
storage facilities. It is reputed to have been the first poured-concrete building in Canada, 
although I have been unable to substantiate this claim.


The original schooner the 
“Bluenose,” moored 
beside the Terminal 
Warehouse in 1933. This 
is the famous ship from 
Nova Scotia that appears 
on the back of the 
Canadian dime. The 
“Bluenose” that now 
visits Toronto every few 
years is a replica of this 
ship. 
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View circa 1935 from the 
lake, showing the 
Terminal Warehouse, the 
Royal York Hotel, and the 
Bank of Commerce 
Building.  This photo also 
reveals the unattractive 
southwest section of the 
terminal which was 
demolished with the 
renovations in the 1980s. 



This photo was taken in 1931, from 
the Observation Gallery of the Bank 
of Commerce Building on King 
Street. On the shoreline is the 
Terminal Warehouse, built four 
years before the picture was taken.  
The Toronto Islands are visible in 
the background and the Harbour 
Commission Bldg stands isolated 

at what used to be the water’s edge. 

However, the Terminal Building is definitely one of the largest buildings in the Art Deco style 
ever constructed in the city. The walls are of concrete, with metal-sash windows arranged 
vertically.  The facade on Queen’s Quay has a tower with Art Deco detailing and a clock.  
The warehouse was renovated in 1983 by the 
Zeidler Roberts Partnership. The southwest section 
of the terminal was demolished. The name of the 
building was changed to Queen’s Quay Terminal, 
and it is now a multi-use complex containing shops, 
restaurants, and condos in the top four floors, 
which were added during the remodelling. The 
building also houses the Premier Dance Theatre.  
(Sadly today most of these shops no longer exist, 
replaced for the most part by a grocery store.)
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Interior Entrance Lobby Refresh

It has been determined that our interior front lobby needs some maintenance and aesthetic 
attention to improve the overall appearance. A subcommittee of two Board members (Ingrid 
Rinaldi and Dorothy McComb) and one volunteer resident (Lorraine Joyner) was formed to 
guide a limited budget lobby ‘refresh’.  

The most recent total interior lobby renovation was carried out in 2007. This involved a 
professional interior designer, substantial planning and considerable cost. Whereas in 
general the lobby design is standing the test of time and has some very smart elements, 
there are aspects that have deteriorated prematurely, detracting from the overall 
appearance. Although the chronological age of the most recent renovation is 11 years, the 
effective age of the furniture in particular appears considerably higher and some of the other 
aesthetic elements, particularly with regard to paint and decorations, look worn and dated. 
The entryway to a building sets the tone for the whole building and these deteriorated 
components adversely affect the overall ambiance, which is now in stark contrast to the 
newly renovated elegance of the elevator lobbies and corridors on the upper floors. It is felt 
that considerable enhancement could be achieved with much needed new furniture, some 
necessary repairs, fresh paint, selective new finishes and coordinated colour changes.

An experienced commercial interior designer, Alba Graner from Alba Graner Interior Design 
Inc., was asked to provide design consultant services and this is currently in process.   It is 
felt that Alba Graner Interior Design is a most appropriate choice given the excellent design 
work done by them for the pool area refresh and also the very successful recent major 
renovation of the upper floor lobbies and corridors. Alba has a good working knowledge of 
the building and is in a position to provide some coordination in style between the front lobby 
and the upper corridors, in order to update and refresh the décor, while maximizing a limited 
scale budget.

At a meeting of the board of directors in September the design proposals were approved 
and a rendering, with story board, has been prepared for owner comment.  These are 
currently on display in the lobby and owners have until November 6th to provide any 
comments to Debbie Shaver.  It is hoped that a lobby refresh will take place during the 
winter and will result in an improved and updated appearance more in line with the 
standards and style of the building.

Dorothy McComb & Ingrid Rinaldi
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The winning designs for the new parks at Queens Quay & York and Queens Quay & Rees 
have been chosen.  Love Park by Claude Cormier & Associés has been selected for  York 
Street -  above.  While Rees Ridge - by wHY Architecture was chosen for the Rees 
location - below.  Both designs allow for year round activity and the opportunity to exhibit 
public art.  Construction is expected to start in 2019 for York St and 2020 for Rees St. 
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First Impressions - Our Front Entrance

 by Roger Gibb

Completed in 1983 by Olympia and York 
our building would become the flagship 
project of Toronto’s Harbourfront. Designed 
by Eberhard Zeidler, the building won many 
awards including the Governor General’s 
Medal for Architecture.  Today some thirty-
five years later, the building still looks 
amazing, including our top four floors of 
luxurious condominium residences.   

Our Reserve Fund Study gives us a road 
map for ongoing renovations and in 2019 
the Front Entrance at the street level of our 
residences is targeted.  The present 
configuration presents numerous issues 
including a hazardous island at the crescent 
where cars are positioned temporarily. 
Numerous cars have been damaged by the 
high curbs and the restricted space

The area no longer respects current 
Accessibility for those with disabilities 
(OADA) regulations in terms of ground 
markings, handrails and the slope of the 
wheelchair ramp. The pavement is cracked, 
the green tiles regularly fall off the wall, and 
the area generally looks tired and dated.

Beginning this past winter, a committee of 
your board began to identify engineering 
consultants who could help us with this 
mandate. It proved difficult as the project 
required the skills of engineers (civil, 
mechanical and electrical), architects and 
landscape designers. After several months 
we identified the company, IBI Group, who 
quoted the project early this year.

After a kick-off meeting and many site visits 
we received two conceptual designs this 
past June. The new designs incorporate a 
number of elements:

• Improved pedestrian traffic flow in 
front of our entrance

• Freshened up appearance of the 
entrance, to project a prestigious 
image in harmony with our newly 
decorated lobby, while respecting 
the Art Deco/Streamline Modern 
design of our building

• Improved the lighting and meet new 
‘black sky’ criteria.

• Respected Ontario’s Access for 
those with Disabilities regulations 

• Improved the signage identifying our 
residences

• Minimized loitering at the entrance
• Provided a lay by with capacity for 

three vehicles while temporarily 
stopped

This week, with an expanded committee, 
we met the IBI representatives who 
presented two design concepts which meet 
the above criteria. Our committee members 
were unanimous in their choice of one of 
the designs.

In the coming weeks IBI will scrutinize the 
d e s i g n a n d m a k e a n u m b e r o f 
recommendations as to materials, textures, 
lighting, paving materials, vegetation and so 
on. We expect to have a well-advanced 
design for your consideration late in the 
year or early in January. Construction will 
take place during the second quarter of 
2019. Funding is identified in our Reserve 
Fund Study. We are very excited about this 
project. On completion, we are convinced 
that you will be even more proud to 
welcome your friends and family to our 
residences. 
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ANTONIO - OUR VERY OWN BIRD WHISPERER! 

Not only does Antonio keep our building looking spic and span, but he is our bird specialist 
and manages all of our wildlife.  Ducks have been nesting in our gardens for many, many 
years.  It started when we had the pond in the centre courtyard, and the ducks just keep 
coming back year after year even though the pond has been gone for several years now.  
They lay their eggs there and Antonio befriends them and feeds them, until the eggs hatch.  
Then, aided & abetted by Brian Lamb, Antonio catches them in a box and transfers them to 
the lake.  These photos are from the 2018 brood.  Also we have small sparrows that fly into 
the garage each year.  Antonio again feeds them and leads them into the garage corridor 
leading to the staff lunch room.  Then he turns off the light and catches them and releases 
them outside. Bravo Antonio!! 
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YOUR BOARD 

Rares Pateanu - President 
Debbie Shaver - Secretary 

Directors: 
Roger Gibb 

Dorothy McComb 
Ingrid Rinaldi 
Patricia Watt  

NOTES 

The historic information with regard to the Queens Quay Terminal was 
reprinted from information by Douglas Taylor.  Mr. Taylor is a Toronto 

historian, author and painter, and I thank him very much for his 
permission to use his work.  The photographs are courtesy of  The 

Toronto Archives. 

 PUBLISHED BY 

Queen’s Quay Condo Board 
Two or Three times per year 

Editor:  Patricia Watt 

Please enjoy your newsletter which you can also access on our website. 

Click the round Login icon at the top right.Enter the user id and password you 

received from the webmaster.Click enter… and you are in! 

If you do not have your user ID and password, please send an email to 

webmaster@211queensquaywest.ca 
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